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SUBJECT: JAPANESE COLOR TV AND AUTO EXPORTS CONTINUE TO RISE 

1 . JAPANESE EXPORTS OF AUTOMOBILES AND COLOR TV RECEIVERS 
TO U.S. CONTINUED AT HIGH LEVELS IN JANUARY 1977, ACCORDING TO 
FIGURES RELEASED BY INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONS. JAPAN EXPORTED 
136,000 COLOR RECEIVERS TO U.S. IN JANUARY 1977, A 28.0 PERCENT 
INCREASE OVER JANUARY 1976 SHIPMENTS AND ALMOST FIVE TIMES 
AS MANY AS WERE SHIPPED IN JANUARY 1975. AUTOMOBILE EXPORTS 
TO U.S. IN JANUARY 1977 TOTALLED 1 18,633 UNITS, A 9.5 

PERCENT INCREASE OVER SAME MONTH IN 1976 AND 97.0 PERCENT 
GREATER THAN JANUARY 1975. 

2. ALTHOUGH JANUARY 1977 EXPORT STATISTICS SHOW CONTINUING 
HIGHLEVEL OF JAPANESE EXPORTS TO U.S., INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONS 
ARE APPLYING DIFFERENT INTERPRETATION. USING DECEMBER 1976 
AS BASE MONTH RATHER THAN JANUARY 1976, ASSOCIATIONS ARE 
CLAIMING 54 PERCENT DROP IN COLOR TV EXPORTS AND 7.8 
PERCENT DECLINE IN AUTO EXPORTS TO U.S. DURING JANUARY 1977. 

WHILE SEASONAL CHANGES IN EXPORTS ARE HARD TO 

PINPOINT, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT FIGURES FOR JANUARY. 

TRADITIONALLY THE LOWEST MONTH OF THE YEAR FOR 
JAPANESE EXPORTS, SHOULD BE COMPARED TO JANUARY OF 
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PREVIOUS YEAR AND NOT TO DECEMBER, TRADITIONALLY A 
HIGH MONTH. 
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